heritage open days

St Ives

Heritage Open Day 2025

Saturday I3th September

Welcome to St Ives, our charming
medieval market town on the river Great Ouse.
We have interesting architecture, a medieval
bridge and Chapel, which is one of only 4 in
England, and ‘Pugin’s Little Gem’, the Sacred
Heart Church on Needingworth Road. Our award
wining Nature Reserve, Holt Island, is over the
white wooden bridge by the Parish Church.

On 13th September more of our history is open to

the public and The Old Riverport Jazz and Blues
Festival will be in full swing with bands playing
around town. Both history and music are free.

www.stivescivic.org.uk
/events/heritage-open-day

The Old Riverport Jazz & Blues Festival
www.stivescambridgeshire.co.uk

www.heritageopendays.org.uk
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Canyou find all Seven
Wives around St lves?

. V.

As | was going to St Ives, | met a man with seven wives, each wife had seven sacks, each sack had seven cats,
each cat had seven kits: kits, cats, sacks, and wives, how many were there going to St lves?

A. Holt Island Nature Reserve
Guided tours at 11am and 2pm PE27 5BY, 10.00-16.00

B. All Saints Church
Church Street PE27 6DG, 10.00 -16.00

C. Methodist Church
The Waits PE27 6DG, 10.00-16.00

D. Norris Museum
The Broadway PE27 5BX, 10.00-16.00
Childrens activities 11.00-15.00

E. Prayer and Education Centre of St lves and Huntingdon
38 The Broadway PE27 5BN, 10.00-16.00

F. Medieval Bridge and Chapel
Bridge Street PE27 5UW, 10.00-16.00

@ Civic Societ

To Huntingdon To Cambridge P>

Visit stives
search for B

To Cambridge W

G. St lves Masonic Hall
Wellington Street PE27 5AZ, 10.00-16.00

H. Free Church
Market Hill PE27 5AL, 10.00-15.30

I. Town Hall
Market Hill PE27 5AL, 10.00-14.00

J. Sacred Heart Church
Needingworth Road PE27 5JT, 10.30-15.30

For full information on these locations please visit:
www.heritageopendays.org.uk

Sponsored by Fifi’s Cakery
www.fifiscakery.com



Other things to seein St lves

The Sacred Heart Church has a very interesting story.
The Church was designed by Augustus Pugin and
originally built in Cambridge in 1843, but by 1902 was
too small for the congregation. In the same year George
Pauling, a London businessman and civil engineer with
a family link to St Ives, donated £1,000 to purchase

the church, have
it dismantled,
transported

by barge and
rebuilt here. The
foundation stone
was laid on 16th
March 1902 and
the church was
reconsecrated

on 9th July. The
whole process was completed in less than five months,
a perfect example of recycling on a grand scale!

You can’t miss Oliver Cromwell in Market Hill. He was
born, schooled and lived in Huntingdon for many years,
but they wouldn’t raise the money for his statue, so St
Ives did by public subscription! The statue was erected
here in 1901.

Bible Dicing

Not many places can claim a Puritan Clergyman
responsible for a tradition of gambling in their church!
Both Oliver Cromwell and Dr. Robert Wilde attended
All Saints Parish Church. Like Cromwell, Dr Wilde

was a strict Puritan and deplored decoration on the
Communion Table: plain, bare, in the middle- of-the-
church was how and where it should be.

In 1679, his Will made provision of £50 for an annual
Bible Dicing when children of the Parish, over the age of
12 and able to read, would roll dice for one of 6 Bibles.
The rolling of the dice was done on the Communion
Table, the intention being that this would keep the
Table clear of decorative symbolism.

These days it takes place on a smaller, credence table in
front of the Nave Altar.

3 Self-Guided Walking tours of St lves can be
accessed at www.stivescivic.org.uk/events/
heritage-open-day/

In medieval times, the combination of a relatively easy
river crossing, a tidal river providing access for European
traders with reciprocal trading, and the good fortune to
be close to the Roman roads, allowed the original small
settlement of Slepe (the original name) to develop into
the market town of St Ilves. The annual Fairin St lves was
one of the most important in the country in the 12th and
13th centuries. In the 16th century the cattle market was
second only to Smithfields in London. Our cattle market
continued until the late 1970s and we still have the
annual Michaelmas Fair.

Mountain Warehouse have committed to the preservation
of the medieval beam located at 7 The Pavement.

As you stand in Market Hill, can you see the
hill? Itis here but only just.

Until the late 1800s the area was logically called the
Market Place, and it still is an active market place with
Monday and Friday markets and a special

Farmer’s Market on 1st and 3rd Saturdays.

The only difference is that the incline has been
acknowledged. The name was changed after
extremely high flood water entered the buildings

on the north side, in the area
of Mountain Warehouse and
adjoining properties, but the
flood waters did not reach the
Red House, between the Swan
& Angel and the Whisky Cafe.
The same thing happened in
1947, Red House was dry, only
by inches, but other properties
were not. Enjoy your climb
around Market Hill!

Awalk across the bridge onto Hemingford Meadow
gives you a different view from the town. SR :
Please visit again and enjoy more hidden g’e_ms of
Stives.' B s

Do you love St lves, like its character, want to
keep its charm?

If you said yes to any of the above then join us!

St lves Civic Society is for people who love the town,
enjoy the character and want to retain the charm. We
know that some change is inevitable, hut we want a
town that future generations can enjoy and will be able
to recognise its historic character and heritage.

To join us, go to stivescivic.org.uk/membership or come
along to a meeting and maybe enrol. We meet on the
3rd Friday of every month, except June, July, August
and December, 7.30pm at the Free Church on Market
Hill PE27 5AL We look forward to meeting you there.

On 13th September, members of the Civic Society of
St lves, wearing a bright pink sash, will be in town to
assist you.
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