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Please read our Guidance before
setting out on your walk.

Path 192/1 from Wheatfields to Woodhurst. Just
over 3% kms in total the greater part is in St lves but
the part in Woodhurst is more interesting. It is a
good example of an ancient route connecting two
adjacent settlements. Within St lves the pathis a
discontinuous route between houses and crosses
several roads before crossing Marley Road to enter
open country.

Path 192/2 starts at the junction of East Street and
Crown Walk and ends at Audley Close. Together
with paths 20 and 8 they form parts of a route from
the top of Bridge Street to the Somersham Road
bridge across the Marley Gap Brook.

Beyond Crown Walk the path is along Parkside and
Warner’s Park. It turns left and then right between
houses to Fairfields. From here discontinuous parts of
the path are designated crossing private gardens in
Parkway with the last part in St Audrey Close. The
pedestrian traffic lights across St Audrey Lane and the
cycle route beyond lead on to the next section of the
old route on path 20.

Path 192/3 starts at the junction of Needingworth
Road with Farthing Lane. It follows the lane into the
caravan site and then though a short section of
bushes to Harrison Way. Across the parish boundary
in Holywell and Needingworth the path is numbered
129/10. After a short stretch on Parsons Green it
drops towards the lake to join 129/1 to Holywell.
Path 192/4 follows an old route from the Parish
Church to what was Oliver Cromwell’s Barn. This
barn, demolished in living memory, was behind what
is now the Seven Wives pub. The path starts at
Westwood Road between the houses in Whitecross
and West Leys. Further north it runs along the side of
the Slepe Hall playing field and then ends.

Although the route can be seen across Paragon Road
between the houses in Green Leyes and Ramsey Road.

Path 192/4A is effectively a discontinuous part of path 4. It
is just 61m long and links back to Ramsey Road but has
very little purpose.

Path 192/5 is the eastern section of the Ouse Valley Way
path in St Ives. Near the roundabout in Meadow Lane
there is an OVW information board. Walk along the Lane,
taking great care as many heavy lorries use the Lane.
Industries connected with the river gravels have been
carried on here for many years. Continue to the end and
turn right where Holywell and Needingworth path 3
continues to the river and then to Holywell.

Path 192/6 from Ramsey Road, opposite the Spinney
Surgery, and like path 1, is also to Woodhurst. The route
becomes path 14 for a section before Marley Road, where it
ends at a protection barrier. There is no footpath
connection on Marley Road to path 1 which is about 340m
to the northeast. The route continues as Path 1 across
Marley Road to Marley Gap Brook. Beyond the brook path 6
is an alternative route to Woodhurst. The path continues by
the brook and then turns north along a ditch to Woodhurst.
At a fence boundary the path turns hard left and then right
on Woodhurst’s path number 2.

The section of path 6 between Marley Road and the brook
can form a short circular route with path 1. The path
restarts where 192/1 crosses Marley Road and then
diverges south-east to regain its original route at the side
of the Sewage works. It soon turns left and runs alongside
the Marley Gap brook to rejoin 192/1, from here you can
return on path 1.

Path 7 may have been extinguished, or possibly

the path is now in a different Parish following

boundary change. (More research is required.)
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Path 192/8 is the final part of the old path
from the top of Bridge Street to the
Somersham Road bridge across the Marley
Gap Brook. Factories now cover the original
route. Path 8 continues from path 20 at the
end of Caxton Road, it continues in a straight
line before turning right to Burrell Road. A
final short section connects a stub end at the
northern end of Edison Road to Marley Road.
Path 192/9 forms the western section of the
Ouse Valley Way in St Ives. It commences at
the end of Church Street (where a bridge
gives access to the Holt Nature Reserve). The
first section, as faras a T junction, is called
Barnes Walk. It then becomes the Thicket
Path. At the end of the more heavily wooded
area you enter Houghton and Wyton parish.
The path continues as path 132/10 to
Houghton. Resurfaced by the county council
it is a popular cycle route. However, cycles use
the route by tradition, rather than by
designation.

Path 192/10 starts from path 2 and continues
to Pig Lane opposite Eastfield School.

Path 192/11 a short path connecting
Tenterleas with path at Parkside.

Path 192/12 is the shortest path in St Ives, just
38 metres and connects Bridge Street to
Woolpack Lane via Star Yard. Woolpack Lane is
an old route from Merryland to the river.
Somewhat unloved today but worth a look to
imagine boats unloading and loading and their
cargo being carried or wheeled along the
narrow lane.

Path 192/13 is Cow & Hare Passage, between
The Broadway and East Street.

Path 192/14, is a continuation of footpath 6, where it
is commented on.

Path 192/15 is a short connection between Paths 1
and 6 along the parish boundary with Woodhurst.
Path 192/16 starts from Ramsey Road North and
connects with Wyton-on-the-Hill Path 1. Prior to the
extension of Wyton airfield runway in the 1950’s this
area was in the Parish of Woodhurst. The path from
Woodhurst to Sawtry Way would have formed part

of a route from Woodhurst to Huntingdon. Today
Woodhurst’s Bridle Way Nr 1 terminates at the
airfield boundary.

Path 192/17 forms the start of the walks on
Hemingfordl Meadow. It commences at the north

end of the New Bridges and ends at the gate into

the meadow. Here Hemingford Grey path 7

continues to Hemingford Grey.

Path 192/18 starts near the south eastern end of the
New Bridges and passes under the Harrison Way
viaduct where it becomes path 87/3 in Fenstanton
Parish. It continues to the Low Road. Low Road can be
walked to Fenstanton or path 87/13 returns to the
river downstream as far as Earith.

Path 192/19 has a brook on each side, it connects
Needingworth Road, between McDonalds and

Tesco to Harrison Way and the parish boundary.
Across the road it becomes path 129/1 in

Holywell come-Needingworth Parish and

continues directly to Holywell, 1% kilometres

away.

Path 192/20 forms the middle section of the bits of
the old route to Somersham Road that have been
designated as PRoW. It commences some way along
the cycle/footpath from the pedestrian crossing
lights on St Audrey Way. In a short distance, at the
end of Caxton Road, it transforms into path 8

Bridleway 192/21 is a new route along the Busway towards
Cambridge. It doubles as the Maintenance Track for the
busway and is also well used by cyclists. Beyond the bridge
over the Great Ouse it gives access to many walks around
the worked out gravel pits as well as continuing to
Cambridge.

Path 192/22 is the most recently designated path in St Ives.
It commences between Alabama Way and Virginia Way,
crosses a small field and enters Long Plantation. It ends at
the entrance to Hill Rise Park, it is certainly longer than the
0.000km recorded in the county council website. Long
Plantation is a narrow ancient wood.

Guidance

St lves is a good location for an enjoyable walk. At the edge
of the Town the 600 year old St Ives Bridge crosses the river.
From the bridge one walk is a circular, around Hemingford
Meadow and is a 1 hour stroll, so long as the water meadow
has not been recently flooded!

For details of this 2 mile walk see the excellent blog
https://cambswalks.blogspot.com/, then tap 4 Walks by
Distance where it is the first walk. The walk is partly along
footpaths and the return is along a Public Right of Way (the
path across the meadow).

A Public Right of Way (PRoW) is a Highway, in the same

way a main road is. You have the right to walk alonga
PRoW but a footpath is open by permission from the
landowner, who may withdraw it, permanently if the
landowner wishes. A PRoW is maintained by the Highway
Authority, which often means only that they have installed
signs and footbridges. There is very little cash available for
cutting back vegetation etc.
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Guidance continued

It is always important to follow the path,

e.g. so as not to encroach on a growing

crop and to close gates behind you,

unless the gate was fixed open.

RIGHTS OF WAY IN ST IVES AND ADJACENT
PARISHES

The concept of Rights of Way is an old one,
slowly formalised under Common Law. Look at
an old Ordnance Survey map, since at least
the 1890’s Ordnance Survey maps have
included the note “N.B. The representation on
this map of a Road, Track, or Footpath, is no
evidence of the existence of a right of way”. A
Public Rights of Way Act came into effect in
1934. This required Parish Councils to record a
footpath as a Public Right of Way if 20 years of
use could be demonstrated. The Parish were
responsible for repairs to the Highway, which
includes footpaths.

The National Parks and Access to the
Countryside Act of 1949 transferred the
responsibility for maintenance of Public
Rights of Way from Parish Councils to

County Councils. County councils were also
required to keep a record map of paths,

called the Definitive Map.

Each path has a number where the first part is
the parish identifier and the second part a
sequential number. It is hard to find any
pattern to path numbers, although recently
designated paths will be added at the bottom
of the list. A path’s number will change at the
parish boundary. In fact, other than Public
Rights of Way records, the numbers are not a
great help!

NOT ALL OF THESE ROUTES ABOVE HAVE BEEN
CHECKED - SOME PARTS MAY BE IMPASSIBLE

OUTSTANDING DEFINITIVE MAP MODIFICATION
ORDERS (DMMO) WITHIN ST IVES PARISH

DMMO MO63 is an application to have the Thicket
Path, in both St lves and Houghton and Wyton
(excluding Barnes Walk), plus the link to Westwood
Road confirmed as a Bridleway. Application dated

20 March 2017, by the British Horse Society.

DMMO MO390 is an application to record

George Yard, between The Broadway and

West Street confirmed as a PROW.

Application dated 23 December 2020, by St

Ives Town Council.

DMMO M242 is an application to have the width
checked and recorded for the whole length of the
Thicket Path and Barnes Walk, in both Houghton and
Wyton and St Ives parishes. By recording that the path
is narrow in places that may stop the conversion of the
footpath into a Bridleway. Application dated 30 May
2023 by Houghton & Wyton Parish Council.

There are also DMMO’s submitted regarding
Houghton and Wyton and Holywell-cum-
Needingworth Parishes.

These applications currently take many years to reach
a conclusion.

SOURCES OF FOOTHPATH INFORMATION

For a general statement of the development of the
Law concerning footpaths see
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/
rightsofwayinenglandandwales

Cambridgeshire County Council, as the Highway

Authority, maintains the Definitive Map of Public Rights

of Way in its area. The County is responsible for PROW
maintenance and for signing footpaths where they leave

a metalled road; however that is not always the case in
Cambridgeshire.

Find my Street is a nationwide website, searchable for road
names and PRoW'’s, also indicating who is responsible for
Maintenance.
https://www.findmystreet.co.uk/map?usrn=17805503

A privately maintained website
https://osm.mathmos.net/prow/progress/cambs/hunts/st-
ives/ has a map of the paths within St Ives, as well as a copy
of the Definitive Map Statements for paths 1-21. The
Definitive Map Statements are not available online from
CCC, they may only be viewed by appointment. The online
Statements seem to have some errors, the St Ives page was
prepared some years ago and updates are few, e.g. whilst
path 22 is shown there is no copy of the Statement. Similar
web pages can be found for other parishes.
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Each County, District, Town and Parish Council chooses how to provide information about footpaths.
Some publish maps and information about their paths, either in print or on their websites. Others may
have information available to request. The following is only a listing of webpage into:

Cambridgeshire County Council have several pages on their website with downloadable information,
including this overview:
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/active-travel-in-
cambridgeshire/ getting-started/walking
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/countryside-access.

The County Council has waymarked and published details of walks in Cambridgeshire, e.g. The
Wimpole Way, a 13 mile walk from the centre of Cambridge to Wimpole Hall, from there The

Clopton Way continues to Gamlingay. This continues as The Greensand Ridge walk in Central
Bedfordshire. Further information on some of these longer walks can be found on the Long Distance
Walkers Association website, https://ldwa.org.uk/index.php

Huntingdonshire District Council. At different times HDC has published collections of leaflets detailing
walking and cycle routes. These may be available from Libraries or HDC offices or from the Rangers at
Hinchingbrooke Country Park. Currently HDC's website have ideas for short walks in St Ives:
https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/4902/st-ives-walks.pdf

Information on the Ouse Valley Way in Huntingdonshire is currently available

at: https://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/leisure/parks-nature-reserves-and-
green-spaces/ouse-valley-way/

https://Idwa.org.uk/ldp/members/show_path.php?path name=Ouse+Valley+Way
https://web.archive.org/web/20150402090230/http://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/Parks and
Countryside/Pages/Ouse Valley Way.aspx

HDC published a series of guides to the OVW in the 1990’s. Long since no longer available to purchase,
the walking guides are now available on the Great Ouse Valley Trust website at:
https://greatousevalleytrust.org.uk/ouse-valley-way/our-long-distance-footpath/ Unfortunately the
general information side of the guides is not available.

The Fen Edge Trail - an ambitious plan to devise a series of short walks following the ancient edge of
the fen, before drainage changed the appearance from flooded fen to drained farm fen. Published by
Cambridgeshire Geological Society. So far nearly half the walks are researched and published. The
route passes through St Ives. https://www.fenedgetrail.org/overview/walks

The Pathfinder Long Distance Walk is a 46 mile walk entirely
in Cambridgeshire, connecting the sites used by oe with
connections to the WW?2 Pathfinder Squadron. On the
Saturday nearest to mid-summer day entrants are
challenged to walk or run the route in 20 hours, the
challenge has become an international event.

The Via Beata is a 450 mile Pilgrimage Path from Lowestoft,
(the most easterly town in England) to St David’s Head (near
the most westerly point in south Wales. The path is not
waymarked. It enters St Ives from Needingworth’s path 1,
crosses Harrison Way and uses path 19 and verges on the
LHS of Somersham Rd and Marley Rd to reach St Ives path 1
to continue to Woodhurst on their path 3. Approximately
every 10 miles there is a ‘Way Station’, an artwork in the
form of a shelter. One is situated near Burleigh Hill Farm on
the path.

FOOTPATH INFORMATION ON LOCAL PARISH COUNCIL
WEBSITES

St Ives Town Council. No information found on their
website.

Woodhurst Parish Council. Information stated to
be available but not found on their website.

Bluntisham Parish Council. No information
found on their website.

Holywell-cum-Needingworth Parish Council. The website
contains a link to
www.walking-routes.co.uk/Eng/Cambridgeshire-
walks.htm
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Local Parish websites continued

This lists a number of websites. Fenstanton Parish Council’s website details their Heritage Trail, under
the Community tab. Hemingford Grey Parish Council. On their website use Search for ‘Footpaths’
information and a map. Hemingford Abbots Parish Council. Their website’s Village History tab has a
page on Footpaths, etc

Houghton and Wyton Parish Council. A map of the parish and Footpath list is under the Visit the
Parish tab.

Wyton-on-the-Hill Parish Council. No information found on their website.

OTHER INFO

Walking and Cycling Priority routes in Huntingdon and St Ives

(On my iPad) Files / Chrome / folder - Walk Cycle Routes / Appendix 3 or Appendix 1 / choose map
Cambridgeshire Green infrastructure Strategy 2011
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/asset-library/Cambridgeshire-Green-Infrastructure-
Strategy-2011.pdf

St lves - page 90
See also - search for the Bold text below (linking to the file address (2nd line) does not
work): Cambridgeshire Green infrastructure Strategy Appendix 11 Rights of Way

https://files.cambridge.gov.uk/public/Idf/coredocs/RD-NE/RD-NE-020/11 Rights of Way FINAL
20110531.pdf

Cambridgeshire Green infrastructure Strategy Appendix 15 St lves
These two records were found on Cambridge City Council’s website, rather than on the County’s
website, who prepared the Strategy.

Cambridgeshire Local Access Forum (LAF)
A volunteer body, comments on works to footpaths etc. Search CCC’s website for further information,
including Agendas and Minutes. Unfortunately the info on CCC’s website is not well maintained.
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