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Date for your diary - The CAS Autumn Conference will be on Saturday 9th No-
vember. The venue is to be confirmed, but will either be the Law Faculty or Magda-
lene College in Cambridge.  

FENS RESERVOIR - Anglian Water & Cambridge Water: The 2nd phase of consulta-
tion on this reservoir and associated water infrastructure is under way. If you wish 
to comment on it please have a look at:- www.fensreservoir.co.uk/documents The 
proposals not only affect the immediate area between Chatteris, Doddington, Wimblington 
and Manea, but also the infrastructure proposals for pipelines to Bexwell, Madingley and 
Bluntisham, utilising the water sources from the River Nene the Ouse Washes, (River 
Delph,) and River Great Ouse to supply water to the rest of Cambridgeshire and Norfolk, 
besides feeding into the national water system. This Fenland project is planned to take 
from 2029 till 2036 to deliver, if planning is approved by the Secretary of State in 2027/8. It 
also has potential impacts on resurrecting the waterways between Chatteris and the Ouse 
Washes, creating a new marina at Chatteris and extensive underground pipelines, as stat-
ed above. The opportunities and challenges for archaeology may be similar to those expe-
rienced for the recent A14 development project. The project team is contactable on 0800 
915 2492 or info@fensreservoir.co.uk This consultation closes, Friday 9th August 2024.

Cambridge Folklore Group. Folklore crops up everywhere and scattered across disci-
plines. This group aims to provide a space to meet and share ideas on anything ‘folklore'. 
It is open to all - students, scholars and enthusiasts and plans to meet every couple of 
months with short talks for members to share interests and research or discuss common 
themes. If this is of interest please contact me for further information. Feel free to give a 
short note of your folkloric interests. FrancisBruce@proton.me

Young Archaeologists’ Club - George Ellison:  I am looking to re-establish the 
Cambridge YAC, with the aim of beginning sessions in February 2025. Young 
Archaeologists’ Clubs deliver one 2/3-hour session a month with a group of young people 
aged 8-16. These sessions would likely be on a Saturday once a month and would be first-
come first-served from a pool of interested young people. Activities would include sessions 
delivered by museums or other heritage venues, handling, archaeology-related craft 
activities, site tours from units and community groups (sometimes including the chance to 
get involved for the young people), test pitting, etc., and any volunteer would be very 
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welcome to suggest activities. These activities would be delivered at a very low cost 
(around £2 or £3 per session) to keep it accessible to as many participants as possible.

In order to go ahead with formally reestablishing the YAC, I need a pool of volunteers who 
will help to organise and deliver the YAC sessions each month. We need a
minimum of 4/5 volunteers, though having 6+ would be preferable, as this would allow 
some volunteers to attend every month (or near enough) and some to turn up for only
one or two sessions a year, when needed. There are two available roles: YAC Leaders 
and YAC Assistants. YAC Leaders are responsible for the overall management of the
YAC, including ensuring that child protection and health and safety policies are adhered to, 
overseeing the arrangement of the sessions each month, keeping in touch
with the parents and guardians of participants, and managing the finances of the YAC. 
YAC Assistants may contribute in a variety of ways to suit the individual, perhaps
as treasurer, membership secretary or another specific role, or may simply turn up to ses-
sions to supervise the children.

I ask anyone who is interested to please get in touch with me via email (georgeellisonar-
chaeology@outlook.com). I would be very happy to answer any questions or to meet to 
discuss volunteering with the YAC.
Thank you in advance and I look forward to hearing from you!
All the best,
George

Saturday 20 July, 11.00 am. Site visit to CAFG excavations at Wimpole Hall (National 
Trust). The excavators expect to find evidence of the medieval moat and of garden fea-
tures of the 17th century. The tour will last 1-1½ hours. Visit will be free for both NT and 
non-NT members (gate staff will be aware). Numbers are limited. Please email 
cbaeast@archaeologyuk.org to secure a place and receive further details.
 
There will be two archaeology guided walks on 18th and 25th July around Fulbourn 
Fen, near Cambridge, to coincide with the CBA Festival of Archaeology. Fulbourn 
Fen has a lot to offer the archaeologist, and anyone with an interest in archaeology, includ-
ing two ancient monuments that are visible as impressive earthworks: Fleam Dyke and 
Hall Orchard Moat, both of which have been the subject of excavation. 
Thursday July 18th at 6pm: Meet at the entrance to Fulbourn Fen Nature Reserve on 
Stonebridge Lane, Fulbourn. For further information and to book your place please contact 
walk leader Aileen Connor by email connoraileen93@gmail.com.
Aileen will lead a walk to look at Hall Orchard Medieval Moat which was subject to excava-
tion in the early 2000s.   The walk is approximately 1 mile allowing 1 to 1½ hours to com-
plete. Free parking in Fulbourn, please note that access is across rough ground. Hall Or-
chard Moat is the site of a medieval manor house, one of five known to have existed in 
Fulbourn. Aileen directed excavations on the house platform in the centre of the moat and 
will explain the history of the site and what was found there.
Thursday 25th July at 10am: Meet at the entrance to Fulbourn Fen Nature Reserve on 
Stonebridge Lane, Fulbourn. For further information and to book your place please contact 
walk leader Aileen Connor by email connoraileen93@gmail.com
Aileen will lead a walk to the impressive bank and ditch earthwork of Fleam Dyke, a 
Scheduled Monument thought to be Anglo-Saxon in date. The circular walk is approxi-
mately 2½ miles allowing approximately 2 hours to complete. The Dyke is one of four that 
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effectively cross the route of the Icknield way running from heavily wooded higher ground 
in the south-east to low lying Fen in the north-west.  Aileen will talk about the Earthwork, 
the historical context and what is known about it from past excavations.
If you are unable to join these walks you can visit the monuments yourself - For informa-
tion about visiting the nature reserve go to https://www.wildlifebcn.org/nature-reserves/ful-
bourn-fen . There are information boards at Hall Orchard Moat and at Fleam Dyke and you 
can find more information online at https://eprints.oxfordarchaeology.com/5413/  and    
https://frrfd.org.uk/archaeology-and-history/fleam-dyke/.

Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire Family History Society - Wednesday 17th 
July, Ian Mason, “The Treasures of Ramsey Abbey,” Zoom talk at 7:30pm. Ian Mason 
of Warboys Archaeology Group will review the Heritage Lottery funded, Ramsey Abbey 
Community Project excavations between 2017 and 2020, the Ramsey Abbey Pilgrim’s 
Trail and the “Treasures” exhibitions held at Chatteris Museum, The Norris Museum and 
Ramsey Rural Museum. Ian looks behind the remaining gatehouse at the secrets of this 
once great monastic estate. He will also discuss the connection with March and the con-
version of a King to Christianity! For information on how to access the talk, contact:-  pub-
licity@chfhs.org.uk

To commemorate the centenary and start of the 2024 Paris Olympic Games, Nigel 
Fenner invites you to join him on a walk starting at 10.30am on Magdalene Bridge 
on Thursday 25 July 2024 and finishing at the Fitzwilliam Museum. Given the Olympic 
Games will start on 26 July in Paris, you might be interested in a walking tour that explores 
Cambridge’s links to the Games (going back to the 16th century) before visiting the  ‘Paris 
1924: Sport, Art and the Body’ exhibition at the Fitzwilliam Museum. Here’s a summary of 
some of the material covered on the walking tour: ‘The first known attempt to stage the 
Olympic Games in Britain occurred in the 16th century, very close to Cambridge. This 1 
mile (nearly 2km) walking tour over 1.5 hours also explores the Chariots of Fire story (from 
the 1928 Paris Olympics), the very large number of Olympic medals won by University 
students, the only winner of an Olympic medal and a Nobel Prize, and how Tennyson's 
poem Ulysses was used at the London Olympics 2012, and more besides.’ The price for 
this package is £12 given I have had to pay (£5/head) for a block booking at the Museum.
If you want to secure your place please email by return AND pay the £12 via the following 
link: https://pay.sumup.com/b2c/QFLHKVTB Numbers are limited so book early – thank 
you. If you want to know more about the Olympics exhibition at the Museum go to https://
fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/plan-your-visit/exhibitions/paris-1924-sport-art-and-the-body
 

CAS & CALH Excursions - Summer 2024. Exploring Newnham with Honor Ridout, 
Thursday 19th September and with Imogen Gunn on Saturday 28th September to the 
Centre for Material Culture in Cambridge. Contact Tony Kirby:- akirby121@btinternet.com
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