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Welcome to Cambridge Geological Society, Fenland Archaeology Group, Warboys 
Archaeology Group and Wisbech Society and Preservation Trust Ltd., as affiliated 
societies, and all their members. We hope you enjoy our newsletters conferences, 
events and our website with all the resources of CAS available to you. Contact the regis-
trar or secretary if you need details on how to access our website member’s area. There is 
a full list of other local societies with ‘links’ to their websites and much more Cam-
bridgeshire archaeology, history and local interests. Thanks to CGS we now have access 
to 20 of their excellent  “Fen Edge Trail” walk guides free to download at www.fened-
getrail.org/overview/walks There are 9 more in production and members are invited to 
get involved. So if you would like to contribute to guides, for example for Chatteris, March, 
Wisbech and Whittlesey, please contact CGS at:- info@cambsgeology.org  

Congratulations to Mike Petty MBE on being elected as an Honorary Member of 
CAS. A thank you event was held jointly by CAS and CALH on June 8th at Magdalene 
College at which Mike took us through his huge repertoire of records and publications un-
der the title ‘Seventy Years of Collecting Cambridgeshire’. A vast catalogue of information 
put together and made fully available, for free, from a mere 70 years of personalised col-
lecting. For anyone who hasn’t yet seen his legacy and wants to research Cambridgeshire 
records please go to:- Fenland History on Facebook and search for the above title or 
Google ‘Mike Petty Internet Archive.’ His website is www.mikepetty.org.uk Copies of his 
collection are also available on Compact Disks at the Central Library’s 3rd floor Cambridge 
Collection and on memory stick at the CAS Office in the Haddon Library.

FENSCAPES: Archaeology, Natural Heritage and Environmental Change, a project 
by the McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research is being run by Dr Rachel 
Ballantyne, Dr Phil Stastney and Dr Matthew Brudenell. This archaeology-led initiative 
focuses on the East Anglian Fens, an extraordinary landscape where exceptional preser-
vation of organic artefacts and environmental evidence gives unparalleled insights into the 
last 5,000 years of communities, resources and habitats.

The Fens are the richest and most productive agricultural land in the UK, and amongst the 
most threatened by present and future environmental change. Linking present agricultural 
productivity and future threats, the archaeological record is the story of a highly dynamic 
environment in which people were, and continue to be, active participants. The natural her-
itage of the region is inextricably bound with human lifeways; farmland and fenland co-ex-
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ist in testament to the tenacity of communities in an unstable but bountiful low-lying land-
scape.

Fenscapes is hosted and funded by the McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research 
as part of its wider Fenland Initiative – in recognition of the exceptional historical character, 
research potential and public value of the archaeology of the Fens. The project aims to 
generate innovative and engaging perspectives on the long-term trajectories of land-
scapes, habitats and species, including humans. Alongside the core role of collating the 
very extensive pre-existing data from across the region into an open-access GIS resource, 
Fenscapes will consider new investigations, and act as a networking hub for the wider 
community. Themes: Environment, Landscapes and Settlement. Periods of interest: Clas-
sical - Roman - Copper/Bronze Age - Iron Age - Medieval - Neolithic

Research Expertise / Fields of study: Zooarchaeology, Computational and Quantitative Ar-
chaeology, Field Methods, Environmental Archaeology, Geoarchaeology, and Landscape 
studies, Archaeobotany.
We are looking forward to generating partnerships and initiatives with a wide range of re-
gional stakeholders. Please contact us for further information:- rmb51@cam.ac.uk or 
ps964@cam.ac.uk  

Saturday 29th June at 6.45 for 7.30 pm, the Michael Green Memorial Lecture is 
“From Neolithic Henge to Fancy Roman Villa, 3,500 Years of Life at Rectory Farm, 
Godmanchester.” An illustrated talk from Dr Alice Lyons in the QE School at God-
manchester. Highlights Rectory Farm’s 4th millennium BC ceremonial landscape with its 
massive henge - one of the largest in Europe. Later there is a bronze age barrow and a 
complex villa farm perhaps the home of Rome’s representative here until the 4th century or 
later. A private road from the centre of town ran though formal and kitchen gardens. Resi-
dents probably kept honey bees, enjoyed heating, brightly painted interiors, chicken din-
ners eaten from expensive plates and bowls and expensive jewellery. An estimated one 
hundred burials were found indicating many workers. Dr Lyons is the author of the recently 
published definitive work on ancient Godmanchester, ‘Rectory Farm, Godmanchester, 
Cambridgeshire. Excavations 1988-1995. Neolithic Monument to Roman Villa Farm’ pub-
lished by Oxford Archaeology East. She works at the Norfolk Archaeological Unit, Oxford 
Archaeology East and Pre-Construct Archaeology. She is President of the Study Group of 
Roman Pottery and Managing Editor of East Anglian Archaeology. 

To receive a full description of Michael Green’s work, the publications by Alice and Tim 
Malim and to book tickets at £10 per person, contact David Stokes on 01480 454277 or  
Kate Hadley 01480 454154, or email kate.hadley@btintertnet.com Before and after the 
lecture there will be an opportunity to see Godmanchester Museum’s Roman collection.

Saturday 29th June, - Spalding Gentlemen’s Society with Ayscoughfee Hall Museum 
are establishing a ‘Centre for Fenland Studies’ at the Hall. It will contain a local his-
tory book collection, map collection and other resources to support local historians 
investigating the region. The aim of the Centre is to bring together heritage organisa-
tions and academic institutions with an interest in the Fenland and to ……

• Provide a focus for research into the Fenlands,
• Make available that research to academics and the local community,
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• Support local engagement to promote an appreciation of the region, and
• Undertake projects to help understand and appreciate the heritage of the Fenlands.

 
Many of you have been involved in the thinking behind the development of the Centre and 
we would like to invite you to an event to open the facility on Saturday 29th June 2024 at 
Ayscoughfee Hall in Spalding . The day will start at 10:30 and end at approximately 15:00 
and will include talks on the background to the Centre, tours of Ayscoughfee Hall and a 
discussion of two of the initial projects – a VCH short volume on Spalding and an investi-
gation of Fenland Churches. Lunch will be provided and there is adequate parking in the 
Vista adjacent to the Hall.
 
A programme for the day’s events is available and if you would like to come along please 
let me know (and if you have any particular accessibility or dietary requirements). Dr 
Michael Gilbert, email:  michael.gilbert@woadman.co.uk or call on 07831 323062

Following a request to CAS for assistance in identifying topics and experts to inter-
view in the production of Susan Calman’s My5, TV documentary on Great British 
Cities, Episode 3 on Cambridge, recently aired and at top place in the credits was 
CAS. 

A programme of events is taking place at Peterborough Museum alongside the cur-
rent Introducing Must Farm, a Bronze Age settlement exhibition. From May - Sept 
2024, the exhibition showcases artefacts from the Must Farm settlement excava-
tions near Peterborough. A window into life 3,000 years ago, the site dubbed 'Britain's 
Pompeii' has captured imaginations worldwide. Alongside this, there will be exciting events 
to dig deeper and bring the site to life. In particular, a series of online talks may appeal to 
those who might not be able to travel to see the exhibition in person.
All talks will take place online, beginning at 7:30pm. Tickets cost £8
Following the publication of the final report on the Must Farm settlement, hear from the ar-
chaeologists and specialists involved in the excavations and post-excavation research to 
discover the most up-to-date research and theories about the site.  
The Foods of the Woods: The animals of Must Farm
Speaker: Vida Rajkovača, Cambridge Archaeological Unit, Thursday 13 June. A remark-
able collection of animal bone was found on site, revealing how the community engaged 
with the environment around them, the animals and their foodways. This talk covers the 
methods and the results of the zooarchaeological analysis, exploring the food choices and 
the relationship with animals in the site’s broader setting.
Wooden artefacts from the Late Bronze Age settlement at Must Farm – specialism, 
craft and use
Speaker: Michael Bamforth, Thursday 20 June. Nearly 200 wood and bark artefacts were 
recovered from excavations. Artefacts provide valuable insights into how tools were made, 
what they were used for and perhaps even who made them.

Exhibition Tours First Saturday of the month, 3:45pm, £5pp
Join one of our experienced guides for a tour of the Introducing Must Farm, a Bronze Age 
settlement exhibition. Discover the remarkably preserved and unique objects from the site, 
the story they tell of 'cosy domesticity' destroyed by catastrophic fire 3,000 years ago, and 
their implications for our understanding of Bronze Age Britain. Plus, get hands-on with 
replica artefacts made based on evidence from the site.
Tours are also available for private group bookings at a time which suits you. 
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Willow basket workshop Sat 22 June, 10am – 4pm, £85
 Basket weaving techniques have been used for thousands of years and willow artefacts, 
including eel traps, have been found in the ancient river channel at Must Farm. This work-
shop will use willow to make a small round basket with a simple trac border. You will be 
guided by an expert weaver to create a completed basket to take home at the end of the 
day. Refreshments/lunch are included.
 
To book events, visit: https://peterboroughmuseum.org.uk/events/must-farm-events or for 
more information call 01733 864663 or email museum@peterboroughlimited.co.uk 
Looking ahead to July - Sept, there will be more exciting events, including more online 
talks, hands-on workshops and family events. Laura Hancock, Heritage Engagement 
Manager laura.hancock@peterboroughlimited.co.uk. & peterboroughmuseum.org.uk
Peterborough Museum, Priestgate, Peterborough PE1 1LF

The recording of two 2024 CAS talks proved unsuccessful due to technical issues at 
the Law Faculty. Both speakers have fortunately posted copies of their lectures on 
YouTube. Dr Dominic Perring on “The Archaeology of Roman London and its Contribution 
to our Understanding of the Ancient World” and Professor Marcos Martinón-Torres on 
“Goldwork and Other Luxuries in Pre-Hispanic Colombia.” The most recent talk, on May 
13th, “Naming Elton’s Medieval Fields: a Scientific Perspective by Dr Susan Kilby, is now 
available in the Members’ Area of the CAS website.

Nigel Fenner’s, Cambridge Sport: in Fenner’s Hands – a 300 page book with illustra-
tions was the winner of Local History Book Award (2024) from Cambridgeshire Association 
for Local History. Nigel is also running a Theatre, literature and sports - walk on 
Saturday 22nd June 2024. 10.30am start at Midsummer Common, Cambridge
William Wordsworth, Lord Byron, and Footlights Theatre Company all had links to sport, 
and yet 'the Town' in particular suffered from the 'non-permission of local theatres' and 
other leisure pursuits, including at the largest Fair in Europe. The tour starts on Midsum-
mer Common where the Midsummer Fair will be boasting not just an 800+ year history, but 
the first known mention of sport in Cambridge. Price £9 / head payable on the day - cash 
or credit/debit card. Please reply to this email if you want to attend:- nigel@cambridges-
portstours.co.uk More walks will be advertised on:- www.cambridgesportstours.co.uk

Monday 8th July at 7:30pm Histon & Impington Archaeology Group has a talk by 
Paul Clarkson, University of Bournemouth titled, “A history of the world in five small 
animals.” Non members can attend Histon Methodist Church, 22 High Street Histon, 
CB24 9JD for £4 and a Zoom link is available via the HIAG website’s Eventbrite page.      
‘The presentation will take you on a whistle stop tour of the last 10,000 years of history 
from ancient towns in the Near East to the medieval Dorset countryside, via a Bronze Age 
merchant ship in the Mediterranean. Small animals, microfauna, accompany us in every-
thing we do. Like us, mice, voles, frogs, snakes, and shrew, once lived in a world that we 
might call ‘wild’. Once people began to take control of their environment, creating ‘houses’, 
‘domesticating’ animals, and making ‘farmed’ landscapes, these small animals had to sink 
or swim. Many took to living with us, others were forced into fewer smaller spaces, all had 
to adapt to what we did and by doing so become proxies for human behaviour. We will 
start in a small Anatolian village on a marsh, jump across to an early Neolithic town in Iran, 
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then head homewards only to be shipwrecked in the Mediterranean. Eventually we will find 
our way back to a Cotswold Long Barrow, and later still a round house drip gully near a 
swamp we call the Fens. Finally, back in Dorset, small animals knew how people felt as 
their lives were upended by the new ‘lords of the manor’. See more at https://hiarchaeol-
ogy.wordpress.com

CAS & CALH Excusions - Summer 2024. Thetford, Thursday 11th July with Tony 
Kirby, Exploring Newnham with Honor Ridout, Thursday 19th September and with 
Imogen Gunn on Saturday 28th September to the Centre for Material Culture in 
Cambridge. For further details and booking please see the link ‘Excursions' attached to 
this email. 

The Society of Antiquaries of London celebrates its 150th anniversary of moving to 
Burlington House with an exhibition during London Art Week. Free entry to the exhibi-
tion 28th June to 5th July. The event features new artworks created by Adam Dant and 
Dan Llywelyn Hall, inspired by items from the Society’s historic collection. The majority of 
the artwork will be sold in an online auction from 1 June until 5 July. Eight further works will 
exclusively be sold during a gala auction, together with some etchings from the Society of 
Antiquaries. Friday 28 June, 12pm – 3.30pm: Exhibition open to the public
Friday 28 June, 5pm – 8pm: Late event at the Society of Antiquaries with artists
Monday 1 July, Friday 5 July, 10am – 4pm: Exhibition open to the public
Wednesday 3 July, 7pm – 9pm: Andrew Graham-Dixon on The Royal Portrait
Thursday 4 July, 6pm – 8pm: Auction of artworks with guest host auctioneer Matthew Ha-
ley
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